
Halcyon Journey:  
In Search of the Belted 
Kingfisher  
BY MARINA RICHIE

This book is a delight. 

If you’re looking for a 
captivating natural history 
tale interwoven with rich 
personal stories and 
sprinkled with myth and 
legend from the Greeks to 
the Salish, look no further. 
Whether you love Belted 
Kingfishers already or 
have yet to become enamored, 
Marina Richie’s fascinating 
account of tracking a kingfisher 
pair for seven nesting seasons 
will give you new love and 
appreciation for these uniquely 
wonderful birds. Marina dives 
as enthusiastically into her 
journey as a kingfisher dives 
into a river, and the reader 
can’t help but be swept along. 

You’ll share her joy of finally 
(finally!) tracking down the 
location of the kingfishers’ 
nest, the disappointment of 
just missing the nestlings 
fledge, the thrill of making a 
citizen science observation 
never before documented. 
Marina takes readers around 
the world, seeking out 
kingfishers in Ndomo Game 

Reserve in South Africa, at 
Hampstead Heath in London, 
on the Lower Rio Grande in 
Texas, and more. But mostly, 
the story centers on Missoula’s 
beloved Rattlesnake Creek and 
the Belted Kingfishers that nest 
and raise their young there. 
For readers who know and 
love Missoula, this book is a 
particular delight. 

At its heart, this book is a 
celebration. Of kingfishers, 
yes, but also of curiosity, 
community, and connection. 
It is a celebration of what 
happens when we let ourselves 
care deeply about the world 
around us, from the people 
and their stories and histories 
to the wild places and the wild 
creatures that call them home. 

If you’re in search of excellent natural history reads this fall, 

turn your attention to two newly published books by writers who have 
connections to western Montana and the Montana Natural History Center! 

Writer and naturalist Marina Richie wrote two dozen Field Notes for MNHC 
in the ʻ90s and early 2000s, and we are thrilled that she’s now written a book 
featuring those unusual and charismatic birds: Belted Kingfishers.
Mike McTee is a wildlife researcher for the MPG Ranch in the Bitterroot Valley, 
and wrote an excellent article in the Fall 2018 issue of Montana Naturalist 
about MPG’s research on scavenging eagles—a precursor to the book he’s just 
published on lead poisoning in eagles.

Wilted Wings: A Hunter’s 
Fight for Eagles  
BY MIKE MCTEE

In his book, biologist and hunter 
Mike McTee brings readers up 
close and personal with those 
most iconic of North American 
birds: eagles. Unfortunately, 
however, this isn’t always a rosy 
experience, since many of the 
eagles he comes across are 
suffering—and, in too many 
cases, dying—from lead 
poisoning. 

As a hunter who formerly 
used lead bullets without 
thinking twice, Mike shares 
his shift in understanding as 
he saw firsthand the effects 
lead has on wild creatures 
in the ecosystem. (Hint: 
it’s not pretty.) As a wildlife 
researcher with MPG Ranch 
in the Bitterroot Valley, he 
began studying scavenger 
ecology and investigating how 
bullets fragment inside of an 
animal’s body. He reached 
out to raptor ecologists 
across the country, gathering 
stories and research, and, 
armed with new information, 
began writing and educating 
about lead-free bullets.

As Mike weaves together eagle 
encounters, research, hunting 

stories, and history, juxtaposing 
human stories with those of 
wild animals, we get to see not 
only his love for the animals 
he studies, but the intricate 
layers of interdependency: how 
beautifully wild creatures are 
connected with each other and 
their landscapes. We also get 
to see how they’re affected—
not so beautifully—by humans. 
Perhaps most importantly, we 
get to see how we can help.

Wilted Wings is a cautionary 
tale, a call to action, and, 
ultimately, a story of hope.

To learn more about a 
local raptor rehabilitation 
organization, check out this 
issue’s Community Focus on 
Wild Skies Raptor Center on 
pages 22-23. 
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